
Five Conflict Stories: Mark 2:1-3:6 
 

 

A. Mark 2:1-12 – Jesus forgives and heals a disabled man 
 

 

 

 
Jesus can forgive sins on earth 

 

B. Mark 2:13-17 – Jesus eats with sinners   

 

 

 

 
Jesus can forgive sins on earth 

 

C. Mark 2:18-22 – Jesus and fasting 

 

 

 

 
Jesus is the bridegroom 

 

B1. Mark 2:23-28 – Plucking grain on the Sabbath 
 

 

 

 
Jesus is lord of the Sabbath 

 

A1. Mark 3:1-6 – Jesus heals a disabled man on the Sabbath 

 

 

 

 
Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath 

 
*“And having entered again into” - 2:1; “and he entered into again” - 3:1. 

**“Arise” - 2:9, 11, “come here” - 3:3. 

***“Blasphemy” - 2:7, “destroy him” - 3:6, along with C, “is taken away” - 2:20. 

  

- I am indebted to Joanna Dewey. 

A and A1 

involve healing 

a disabled 

person; begin 

with similar 

phrases;* have 

the key word 

“heart”; have 

the key word 

“arise”;** 

leaders offer 

silent 

objections; 

allude to Jesus’ 

death***  

B and B1 are 

about eating; 

have the key 

word “need”; 

contain a 

proverb - 

2:17a, 2:27a. 

Two 

parables 

about the 

new & the 

old 

A and B are connected: the 

theme of mercy and 

forgiveness; the key word 

“sin/sinner.” The Son of 

Man statement in A also 

applies to B. 

B1 and A1 are connected: the 

theme of Sabbath; the key 

word “lawful.” The Son of 

Man statement in B1 also 

applies to A1. 

A new expression of mercy and 

forgiveness  

 

A new expression of mercy and 

forgiveness  

 

A new setting aside of constant 

fasting while Jesus is with them 

 

A new understanding of 

Sabbath practices 

 

A new understanding of 

Sabbath practices 

 

C is about not 

eating; has 

two parables 

at the end 

which form 

the center 

point. 

 


